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not make me hesitate to comply with a request which does me to much honor,
if the situation of your affairs demanded my longer service or if the reasons
which suggested to you the desire of my remaining here were actually now
existing. The very weak condition, however, to which a severe billions disorder
has reduced me requires my immediate return to Europe. It is now a month
since [ have been in so deplorable a state of health, as to be wholly unable
to attend to business and it is past a doubt that I cannot survive the malignity
of this climate another year. Thus useless as I am become to the Company
and without the least prospect of recovery in Bengal, I cannot doubt you will
concur with me in the opinion of the absolute necessity of returning to my
native country.

2.    The faithful view which I will now lay before you of the situation
your affairs, will moreover convince you that the consequences of which you
are apprehensive after my departure, cannot in all human probability happen,
and that every material object of my expedition is fully accomplished,
3.    Agreeably to my advices of the 1st February and 2l)th of March, a
Committe of Inspection has been appointed for examining into the state of
every department, and for the establishing the necessary rules and orders
for a general reformation.   This Committee hath fully answered my inten-
tion.   Your servants, civil and military, are no longer at a loss for an exact
definition of their respective duties.   The new regulations are now in force*
and in a few weeks will be firmly established.
4.    The licentious spirit of opposition and extravagancy, so justly com-
plained of in your civil servants, is now entirely subdued.   The gentlemen
are reduced to act, and likewise to think reasonably.   Perfect harmony now
reigns throughout the settlement, and all childish resentments are at an end.
Nothing remains to be apprehended but what may result from the extreme
youth of the majority of your servants : and this might have been effectually
obviated before my departure had sufficient power been vested in die Select
Committee or in me to appoint some of the most able or disinterested of the
free merchants of this establishment and to require the assistance of four
or five other gentlemen from Madras,
5.    We have not  only  overcome  the most formidable  and dangerous
mutiny that ever happened in this or any other country but by example made
of the ringleaders and more especially by obliging every officer in your army
to execute a contract for three years service, have given a stability and
security to your military establishment which it never had before. It is upon
the best founded confidence I assert, the East India Company was never so
truly secure as at present, against military ambition and encroachment; never
before have discipline, good order and subordination been so fully confirmed ;
and I am persuaded that a relaxation of your orders at home and a new
degeneracy of your Governor and Council abroad are the only probable, I
might almost say, possible evils that can shake the prosperity of your affairs
in Bengal.
6.    Our generosity of conduct in restoring to Suja Dowlah all Ms domi-
nions after he had been reduced by conquest to the very lowest ebb of fortune ;
the regard we have manifested to the King s support and dignity, by paying